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With some inaccuracy Alaska may be broadly treated as
falling into four divisions (i) the Arctic lowlands (n) the
Yukon Valley (111) the mountain areas and (iv) the Pacific
Coast
1   The Arctic Lowlands
These are really a small part of that vast tundra region
stretching across the whole of northern Asia and North
America and what has been said of the Asiatic side also
applies fully to the lowlands of Alaska Slightly more
favourable climatic conditions however here support a
considerable amount of animal life of various types but
especially of the deer family The caribou the musk ox
and many fur bearing animals have attracted trappers and
hunters since the land was discovered The nomadic Eskimo
tnbes living in the region have proved that it is possible for
man to live and to live comparatively well in these Arctic
lands and explorers such as Stefansson have taken up the
defence of what is commonly considered to be an extra
ordinarily desolate country The Government of the United
States of which Alaska is a dependent territory has given
a considerable amount of attention m recent years to the
possibilities of pastunng reindeer and of developing a system
of agriculture suited to the short hot summers and cold
winters The road building and aerodrome development of
war projects have done much to open the country and to
organize information services The chief settlements consist
of far trading stations of which the chief is Nome and of
Eskimo communities along the coast
2   The Yukon Valley
Tlie tower part of this valley is a broad flood plain 5 000
sqoare tsiles in extent but its grave climatic misfortune is
that it opens on the cold Arctic seas rather than on the